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Abu Mus’ab az-Zarqawt (rahimahullah) said, “So 
we warn the tribes, that any tribe or party or 
assembly whose involvement and collaboration 
with the crusaders and their apostate agents are 
confirmed, then by He who sent Muhammad 
with the truth, we will target them just as we tar- 
get the crusaders, and we will eradicate and dis- 
tinguish them, for there are only two camps: the 
camp of truth and its followers, and the camp of 
falsehood and its factions. So choose to be from 
one of the two camps. And what has occurred 
with some of the traitors in al-Qa’im is the best 
proof for this” [Hadha Bayanullinnas wa li Yund- 
haru Bih]. 


Abu Mus’ab az-Zarqāwiī (rahimahullāh) also said, 
“From now on, everyone whose affiliation with 
the pagan guards, police, and army is confirmed, 
or his collaboration and espionage for the cru- 
saders is verified, then his ruling is execution, 
and not only that, his house also will be de- 
stroyed and burnt, after removal of the women 
and children. This is in retribution for his treach- 
ery towards his religion and ummah, and so that 
he becomes a manifest lesson and a deterring 
example” [Hadha Bayanullinnas wa li Yundharu 
Bih]. 


Upon hearing these statements of the Shaykh 
back in 1426H (2005), many Muslims who were 
sitting at home, living in “modernized” societ- 
ies, never experiencing war nor tribalism, na- 
ively said to themselves, “He is declaring war 
on whole tribes! How can that be done? What 
do individual members of the tribe have to do 
with the actions of specific tribe members 
or even the decisions of tribal elders?!” 
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The problem with these people is they know 
nothing about human societies except what 
they have experienced in the “modernized” cit- 
ies of the world, where tribalism has died out, 
and where the few tribes that still exist no lon- 
ger play any important role as whole entities in 
their societies and communities. These people 
assume that the “modern-day” city of individu- 
ality and individualism is all that exists outside 
their homes. 


However, this case is different in many parts of 
the world, particularly in the more rural and no- 
madic regions. There the tribe — when intoxicat- 
ed by jahiliyyah — still acts like a body with some 
kind of bigoted head or like a gang maddened 
by the mob mentality of tribal arrogance. They 
might move like a flock of birds or school of fish, 
albeit less gracefully due to their extreme igno- 
rance. 
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When one experiences tribes of this nature 
after living years in the city, he realizes the 
wisdom in the words of Shaykh Abu Mus’ab 
az-Zarqawl (rahimahullah). It also becomes 
easier for him to tie events narrated in the 
Sunnah and Sirah of the Prophet (sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) with events today. He 
then knows why the Prophet (sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) treated the Arab and 
Israelite tribes as collective wholes when- 
ever tribe members broke their covenants 
with him. This is also how after him, Abu 
Bakr as-Siddiq (radiyallahu “‘anh) dealt with 
the tribes during the wars of apostasy. In 
the prophetic and siddiqi methodology, the 
tribes of the era were considered homoge- 
nous parties; unique individuals were treat- 
ed as exceptional cases, not as the general 
rule. The fuqaha’ call these homogenous, 
collective wholes “tawa’if.mumtani’ah,’ if 
they resist the Shariah. By definition, if the 
tribe does not act as a group in opposing 
the Shariah, it would be obviously wrong 
to apply this ruling to its members. 


After this discussion, it should become clear 
why the Islamic State dealt with the clans 
of Shu’aytat as a murtadd party resisting 
the Shariah with arms. These clans were 
left armed after they agreed to submit to 
the rule of the Shari’ah with the condition 
they hand over all heavy weaponry. They 
then betrayed their covenant by rebelling 
against the Islamic State. They ambushed 
Islamic State soldiers, and then tortured, 
amputated, and executed prisoners taken 
from the ambushes. All these crimes were 
carried out in opposition to the enforce- 
ment of the Shartah. 


Thereafter the Islamic State surround- 
ed their villages and ordered them to 
hand over the perpetuators of the crimes 
against Islam and the Muslims. The ma- 
jority of their clans refused to comply, and 
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thus fell into the classification of tawa’if 
mumtani’ah, by shielding the traitors. 
They were then given a 24-hour notice 
allowing all individuals not involved in 
the transgression to evacuate their villag- 
es. All those able-bodied men remaining 
would be treated in accordance with the 
Shariah. Alhamdulillah, some of their re- 
lated clans — who did not partake in the 
treachery — contacted the Islamic State 
prior to the campaign and disassociated 
themselves from the treacherous ones. 


Upon entering the Shu/aytat villages, 
the soldiers of the Islamic State found 
men hateful of the Shari’ah, drowning in 
fahishah, alcoholism, and drugs, some of 
them married to more than four wives! 
They had hidden away much of the heavy 
weaponry that they were told to hand 
over in their initial covenant with the Is- 
lamic State. This same weaponry was 
used in their aggression, only to end up as 
ghanimah for the Islamic State. 


Al-Bukhart and Muslim reported on the 
authority of Abu Qilabah who said that 
Anas Ibn Malik (radiyallahu ‘anh) said, “A 
group of people from ‘Ukal or ‘Uraynah 
(two tribes) came to Madinah and then 
got stomach sickness. So the Prophet (sal- 
lallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) ordered them a 
she-camel that produced much milk and 
told them to drink from her urine and 
milk. They did so. When they got healthy, 
they killed the Prophet’s shepherd and 
led the camels away with them. The news 
then reached the Prophet in the early 
morning, so he sent after them. Prior to 
noon, they were captured and brought 
to him. He ordered their hands and their 
feet be cut off, their eyes be put out 
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with hot iron, and they be thrown out on al-Harrah (an 
area covered with black stones near Madinah), so they 
would ask for water to drink, but not be given any wa- 
ter, until they died.” Abu Qilabah said, “These people 
thieved, killed, disbelieved after their faith, and waged 
war against Allah and His Messenger.” 


This hadith shows the severity of the prophetic punish- 
ment against the treacherous, false claimants of Islam. 
The wicked deeds of Shu’aytat were similar to those 
mentioned in the hadith, except that the Shu’aytat 
clans decided to arrogantly and collectively shield the 
perpetrators and thereby share the blame for treach- 
ery and murder. 


Finally, a boy was murdered during the khilafah of 
‘Umar Ibn al-Khattab. When ‘Umar heard of it, he said, 
“If the people of San’a’ had conspired together to mur- 
der him, | would kill them all” [Al-Bukhari]. 


